
h rough membership in a Lions club, people
not only help those in need, but have opportuni-
ties to develop personal friendships and gain
valuable leadership skills.

Membership in a Lions club is by invitation.
Clubs meet at least twice a month and elect
officers annually.  The association is governed by
an international board of directors.  Each year,
more than 20,000 Lions attend their international
convention to discuss new ideas, share experi-
ences and reaffirm friendship and fellowship.

ver the years, Lions have developed pro-
grams that help young people live up to their
potential — programs that stimulate an aware-
ness of what is going on in the world aro u n d
them:
■ The Lions-Quest “Skills for Growing” pro g r a m

for elementary school students and the “Skills
for Adolescence” curriculum for middle school
students have helped millions of  young people
a round the  world acquire the skil l s and
self-esteem they need to live productive, happy,
drug-free lives.

■ Through the Lions International Youth Exchange
p rogram, more than 5,000 youngsters travel
yearly to a foreign country, where they live
with host families and experience culture s
different from their own.

■ In an eff o rt to educate children about the
concepts of peace and international under-
standing, Lions Clubs International sponsors the
I n t e rnational Peace Contest.  Using only
p i c t u res, children — ages 11 to 13 — fro m
around the world are challenged to depict their
personal interpretations of world peace. 

■ Lions clubs and districts sponsor and operate
i n t e rnational youth camps to bring together
young people from diff e rent countries.  In
addition, each summer, thousands of disadvan-
taged and disabled youths — for whom
summer camp would otherwise be just a dream
— attend Lions-sponsored camps.

■ Leo clubs offer youngsters ages 12 and older a
chance to serve their communities and experi-
ence the  camaraderie  of  their  peers.
Sponsored by local Lions clubs, Leo clubs have
an opportunity to make an impact on their
communities and learn how they can continue
to make a difference for the rest of their lives. 

■ To provide teens with the tools they need to get
s t a r ted on their own communi ty serv i c e
projects, Lions created “The Future is Ours...So
Now What?”, a complete in-school pro g r a m
that provides motivation and guidelines for
teens to become volunteers.
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